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HE WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


HELD their annual meeting at Queen-street chapel, London, April 
25th; alderman Rothwell in the chair. 1. The Society has one hun- 
dred and forty-seven Missionaries engaged in Africa, America, and dit- 
ferent parts of Europe. 2. In Ceylon, they have taught more than 2,090 
children to read the holy scriptures, and many of the natives bave béem 
converted. 3. In the West-Indies, many planters have applied to the 
committee to send missionaries to instruct their negroes, being well 
convinced that Christian negroes are far more valuable than any other.’ 
4, During the past year they have printed an Svo. edition of the New 
y eotemnnt in the Cingalese language ; having before printed an edition 
in 4to; 2,000 copies of the book of Ps: ims, and a good number of the 
book of Job, t together with a large quantity of inferior publications for 
the use of the schools. 

At this anniversary, the Rey. Mr. Ward, of Serampore, delivered the 
following Address. 

I feel great gratification in mecting you to-day, and in hearing the 
sentiments already delivered, to all of which, as far as my own observa- 
tion goes, I can bear testimony. It 1s with peculiar pleasure, that, con- 
trasting former times with the present, 1 can meet here, after the lapse 
of more than twenty years, individuals from the same country, bearing 
the same testimony, and all encouraging the hands of British Christians 
for the good of British India. The business of this day has turned more 
especially towards India, where the Providence of God so long stationed 
me. Itis true, we had an aflecting statement trom a gentleman, who 
gave an account ef the whole heathen woi ‘Id ; with which all our hearts 
must be deeply affected—six hundred millions of immortal beings born 
into our world, vegetating for a few days, and then merging into eter- 
miy! and every thirt ty years this awiul scene renewed, without hope, 
and without God in the world! This is, perhaps, the last time I shall 
address so large an assembly on this side etermgy. I will therefore 
contrast, for a few4moments, the circumstances oi India twenty years 
ago, with what they are at the present hour. India was long cons sidered 
as Satan’s impregnable fortress. It was conceded by multitudes, that 
other parts of the world were vulnerable. The African considers him¢ 
self as honored by the approach of a white maa ; } but not so the Indians 
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Again and again we were told, we might do some good among the slaves 
in tue West Indies, among the Hottentots, or others: but that every 
attempt to promote Christianity in India, must come to nothing. And 
indeed appearances, when [| trst went to India, to any mind but a mind 
impressed with the sovereignty of pivinE INFLUENCE, were the most 
discouraging. There were Europeans in India, but they added little to 
the Curistianity of India: many ot them added only to the darkness : and 
such was the iear respecting danger, which the government at home, 
and the civil authorities in that country, entertained, that, as I have 
heard Mr. Brown relate, lord Cornwallis once said to him, ‘‘ I think 
the wisest resolution the East India government passed, was, that they 
would never touch, or suiler to be touched, the prejudices of the na- 
tives.’ Not that they were inimical to the spread of Christianity, or 
to the advancement of the spiritual interests of their Indian subjects, 
but because they were afraid of that danger which they thought inevi- 
table, if they disturbed the natives in the quiet possession of their 
heathen prejudices. When! went to India, there were the greatest 
apprehensions that we should all be sent back. We went no where, 
but as missionaries, we were received with a frown; and yet, for 
hospiltaity and friendship, and every thing else that is dignified, India 
will bear a comparison with any country in the world. But, as mis- 
sionaries, we were considered as enemies; and it was supposed that 
the prosperity of India depended upon our being excluded. The dis- 
tance, too, was such as to present a formidable obstacle. The climate 
of India was another formidable objection. Of the number of mission- 
aries that went out at the same time with myself, half are gone to their 
everlasting reward. Of an after cargo of missionaries, six have long 
ago been taken to their heavenly home, and only two remain. Another 
great impediment to our progress was, the languages of India. The 
slaves in the West Indies are taught the English, or the Eurepean lan- 
guages ; along the western coast of Africa too, many are taught the 
English language, and your access to them is of course easy; but in In- 
dia there were no fewer than fifty dialects derived from the Shanscrit 
alone. In America, the great objection had been, that the language of 
a single tribe was di‘ficult: but in India we had twice the number of 
languages to acquire that prevailed in the whole of America. This, too, 
was to be done by plain men, many of whom had not been 1n the least 
accustomed to the study of languages. But, blessed be God! no man 
can mix with that population without acquiring their language. In ad- 
dition to all these, were the prejudices of the natives themselves. To 
convey to you an idea of this, is exceedingly difficult; but you may form 
some opinion of it from this circumstance, that if our gracious king, 
George [V. should go to that country, and the lappet of his robe should 
happen to tonch the food of an Indian, he would throw it away if he 
were dying with hunger. How then is it possible that such men can be 
brought to sit with Europeans at the same table? This difficulty existed 
in fall force in India, and no where else. Another difficulty, and a 
great one too, was the ignorance of the natives. When we address 
other persons, we have a conscience to appeal to, and you know the el- 
fect of it well; but they have net a word for * conscience” in their 
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In no Hindoo book, or Hindoo custom, have I found any 
Besides this, there is a number of expressions of which 
Talk to a Hindoo about God, and he thinks 


ou are talking about Vishnoo, or Ram, or some ot his other deities. 
Talk about heaven, and he thinks you mean one of the heavens oi his 
gods. ialk of a future state, and he thinks you are talking about trans- 
migration. But in the superstitions of the Hindoos, we have a 


formidable obstacle. 


Hindooism, said Mr. Ward, can boast of her martyrs every day, of 


still more 


women who sacrifice themselves every day on the funeral pyres of their 


husbands. 


Now, if even women will go to these lengths, 


this must be 


a people to all human appearance invulnerable, and to whom no access 


can be gained. 


This has struck Europeans as justly formidable. 


They 


have said, ‘* What! will persons who suffer themselves to be drawn up 
in the air by means of hooks in the integuments of their backs—will wo- 
men, who thus sacrifice themsélves on the funeral pyres of their hus- 
bands, or destroy themselves in the Ganges, be brought to renounce the 


superstition, and to embrace C hristianity i 


Such was the feeling of 


our countrymen on the subject, and our object was treated with derision 


and contempt. But the caste exceeds all that 1 have mentioned : 
they are divided into different societies, with distinct observances, 
there is no possibility of these intermixing with each other without 
Every person marrying, or even eating 

another caste, falls from it, and can never be vtealail to. it. 


breaking caste. 


always been considered as a fatal str oke, and the 
feels it in its full force. 


Christian 


by this 


, with one of 


This has 
missionary 


These people are as capable of feeling the 
endearments of social life as any people upon earth; and for one of 


them to make up his mind to see his friends and beloved parents no 
more, to renounce all human society, and to incur the frowns “ bus rel- 


atives, is such a sacrifice, that we need not wonder at our cou 
there saying, ‘* You have indee@ undertaken a hopeless tile: ** 
man, who, alter he had been baptized, seemed at 
said to me, ** I do 
I do not want to return to Hindooism ; we 
Cannot I see my father onc 

This was impossible ; and he well knew, and deeply felt, tha 
if he had attempted 


member one young 
first to have forgotten his connexions ; 
not want to return to caste ; 
cannot I go and see my mectlidss again ? 
more ?” 
his parents would have shut the door against him, 
to enter the house in which he was born. 
With all this accumulation of difficulties, we 
version of this country. 
India, and all the superstitions, prejudices, 


he came and 


rymen 
1 re- 


had to attempt the con- 
Our own government, the European natives of 
and peculiar feelings of the 


people being against us, we do not wonder that it was said, ‘* India is 


invulnerable.” 


progress in that city. 


There were indeed a tew good men in Calcutta, who 
were laboring for the conversion of souls there ; but they thought it 
was impossible to do any good elsewhere, even if they could make any 


Such was the appearance of India; and f have 


mentioned these circumstances to show, that if, in that part ‘of the world, 


of all others the most hopeless, the gospel has obtained any success, 
then you need not despair of Africa, of the West Indies, or of any part 


of the world whatever. 


But I have now to tell you that all these difficulties, great as they ap- 


and 
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peared, have vanished into air. The government of India acts, as far 
as is prudent, entirely with us; and, in a variety of ways, they are as. 
sisting us, and assisting us in the most powerful manner. They have 
established government schools, for the instruction of the nati res; and 
the name of the present governor of India will live in their recollection 
to the latest posterity. It would be unjust in me not to mention the 
name of ihe marchioness of Hastings, who is doing every thing in her 
power for the benefit of the female natives of that country. In our own 
country every facility has been kindly afforded to us, and the missiona- 

ies can go, without opposition, to every corner of India. Such a door 
is opened there, as never was before. Every voice cheers the missiona- 
ries as they enter. Of our own countrymen, I scarcely know one 
individual who opposes us ; on the contrary, they now have a Calcutta 
Bible Society, chiefly supported by the Anglo-Indians, which has circu- 
lated extensive editions of the scriptures in the various languages of 
India. There is a Calcutta Schoo! Book Society, and a Hindoo college; 
the natives themselves are teaching and educating, for the very purpose 
of becoming preachers of the everlasting gospel: and then the distance 
ef fifteen thousand miles is subdued and suspended, by God’s raising up, 
to become missionaries to their countrymen, the natives themselves, 
who are inured to the climate, and familiar with all their manners. The 
languages of India are now subdued ; and the holy scriptures, or parts 
of them at least, with a number of tracts, have already been translated 
and circulated in twenty-five languages of the country. The prejudices 
of the natives have been overcome. As one proof of this, I can state, 
that when | left Serampore, a deputation had come from a village at 
some distance, in which thev were attempting to establish a schooi, to 
request one of our schoolmasters to visit them, and afford them some in- 
structions as to the manner of conducting their school. There cannot 
be a stronger proof of their prejudices being subdued, than for the na- 
tives to solicit a visit from a man whose appearance in their school 
would have once been thought a crime. ‘These schools are now so 
common in India, that there is scarcely a town, or even a village, that 
has not one. The ignorance, aiso, of the natives has been overcome ; 
we have found a conscience at last: and several thousand Hindoos have 
turned from the worship of idols to serve the living and true God; have 
renounced their superstitions, and embraced the faith of Christianity. 

[tis only for us to be trequently on our knees at the throne of grace, 

and then “ shall the earth yield her encrease, and God, even our own 

God, shall give us his blessing.” 


REV. WILLIAM WARD. 


On Friday evening, May 18th, a public service was held at Eagle- 





street meeting, for the special purpose of commending to the Divine 
protection and blessing our dear brother Mr. Ward, Mrs. Marshman and 
her family, and Mr. and Mrs. Mack, who are about to proceed to India 
by the Abberton, captain Gilpm. On this interesting occasion, prayer 
was offered in succession by Mr. Dyer, Junior Secretary to the Mission, 
Mr. Mack, Mr. Micah Thomas of Abergavenny, Dr. Ryland, Mr. Ward, 
gnd Mr. J, A. Haldane of Edinburgh. A very affectionate address was 
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also delivered by Dr. Ryland, founded on Isaiah Ixii. 6, 7; and Mr. 
Ward took leave of the assembly in a very appropriate and feeling man- 
ner. Suitable hymns were read by Mr. Ivimey and Dr. Rippon. The 
service lasted about three hours ; but we believe it may be safely ailir- 
med that none thought it too long. It was felt by many to be a season 
ot refreshing ; and we indulge the cheerful hope that the fervent. peti- 
tions which were then mutually offered, will descend in showers of bles- 
sings, upon the society at home, our dear friends now about to leave 
us, “and all our misg sionary brethren and sisters abroad. A similar meet- 
ing was fixed to be held at Dr. Rippon’s, Carter-lane, on ‘l'uesday even- 
ing the 22d. 

—— 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION. 


—_—-—-—— 


SERAMPORE., 


EXMRACT OF 4 LETTER FROM DR. CAREY TO WM. HOPE, ESQ. OF LIV- 
ERPOOL, DATED 
Serampore, Oct. 30, 1820. 

I nesorce to say, that the cause of our Lord is still on the increase, and 
that not only in our connexions, but among all denominations of Chris- 
tians in India, a divine blessing attends the means used. It is twenty- 
seven years the 12th of November next, since I landed in India; when 
I compare present things with that time, I am constrained to say, ‘‘What 
hath God wrought?” Then all was infidelity, profaneness, and profliga- 
cy. ‘To introduce religion at any one’s table was deemed an insult ; 
and among the natives “all was pitchy darkness. Now, it is true, the 
millions are on the side of idolatry and sin ; and the few, the very few 
on the side of Christ; yet there are a few. There is indeed a good 
number of preachers, and those not despicable ones, among the natives 
themselves. The School-book Society brings them nearer to Europe- 
ans—a very desirable thing. They also unite with us in the School 
Society, and much is done te favor education. The Chief Justice, ina 
public speech a week or two ago, observed, that even a whisper about 
improving the moral condition of the natives, was considered a crime 
when he first came here, (about seven years ago,) but now tke aunie 
nor General patronizes, and all the chief officers of Government unite 
to promote this object. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DR. MARSHMAN TO MR. BURLS. 
December 2, 1820. 

TuHrovucu mercy we are all well. Dr. Carey says he is better tham 
he has been any winter for years. In other respects, too, we have 
abundant reason for gratitude. We have, I think, baptized twelve at 
Serampore alone in the course of this year, and two more are before 
the church there. The number added to our church at Calcutta and 
Serampore in these last two years, amounts to nearly fifty; a greater 
number by far than was added in the former three years. The last bap- 
tized at Serampore was a Mug pundit, or priest, whose simple experi- 
‘ence quite delighted Dr. Carey. 
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Death of Mr. Peacock. 


Meanwhile God has, in his mysterious providence, removed our dear 
brother Peacock, by a fever of eight days continuance. He died in Cal- 
cutta, while waiting to proceed to his charge at Chittagong. Since his 
death, however, though only six days ago, a steady, pious young man, 
with his wife, members of the church in Calcutta, has declared his de- 
termination to go immediately and supply his place among the Mug 
brethren, live among them, and learn their language. This is our young 
brother Johannes, who was brought up in our school at Calcutta, under 
brethren Leonard, Peacock, and Penney, successively. He is alread 
on his way to Chittagong, to take charge of the schools there. Thus 
the Lord appears in the midst of distress ; and we verily trust that he 
will appear and never fail or forsake us, 


——i 
CALCUTTA, 


A variety of information from other quarters has compelled us to 
suspend, for some time, the publication of intelligence from this metrop- 
olis of the East. We now extract a few articles from the journals which 
have lately arrived. 

On the 2d of July Mr. Penney writes : 


‘« Five natives, Hindoos, came to-day to our house, to make inquiries 
respecting the way of salvation: they came from the district of Jessore, 
and profess to be farmers. ‘They had obtained a copy of the Gospel of 
St. Matthew, and the Life of Futtick, a memoir of a native Christian.— 
In our inquiries as to their motives in coming thus far to understand the 
way of salvation, instead of going to the missionary (brother Thomas,) 
who is in the district, we could obtain no better reply, than that it had 
been impressed on the mind of one of them in a dream, that they must 
come to Calcutta. ‘They were apparently very ignorant, but gave no 
satisfactory evidence of being in earnest about their eternal welfare.— 
We invited them to come every afternoon for Instruction. In leaving 
the house, they asked our native brother if they had any thing to pay: 
he told them, ‘‘in becoming Christians they would have neither to give 
any thing, nor to receive any thing.”” They had taken great care of the 
copy of the Gospel, and the tract they had preserved with the utmost 


care.’’ 
, - Seay 


Singular Anomaly in the existing Code of Indian Law. 


‘* While I was with Baboo Ram Mahum Roy to-day, in his own house, 
one of his followers, a respectable looking man, came in. It appeared 
that he had a suit pending in the supreme court, and that in the course 
of the proceedings he was called upon to give his oath. The usual prac- 
tice in the courts of judicature in this country is, that a Christian swear 
by the Bible, a Mussulman by the Koran, and a Hindoo by the waters 
of the Ganges. The person referred to, although not a Christian, has 
renounced idolatry ; and as a consistent reformer, felt it his duty to de- 
cline taking an oath which implied that any regard was due to the watery 
goddess ; but as a believer in the Vedas, offered to swear by them, of 
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by that one God who is revealed in them. His oath, however, was not 
taken. ‘The number of persons of this description is very rapidly in- 
creasing, principally, I believe, among the middling classes of Hindoos ; 
but what an anomaly in the history of law, that the relinquishment of 
error should form a disqualification for giving evidence! In the present 
state of things, if a Hindoo or Mussulman become a Christian, indepen- 
dently of other disadvantages, he is disqualified, however exemplary his 
conduct as a subject may be, from giving evidence in a court of justice, 
eyen on the most trivial occasions. If oaths are either necessary or 
useful, how desirable to substitute, for the present forms, those which 
shall embrace all kinds of belief, by laying hold of those broad features 
of religious opinion which are almost universally recognized, that there 
is one great Being who knows every thing, and te whom all others are 


subordinate.”’ 


Singular Instance of Gratitude in a Hindoo Boy. 


‘¢ Gratitude is so uncommon in the Hindoo character, that it is even 
denied they have a word in their language to express it. A very pleas- 
ing instance occurred yesterday at the Benevolent Institution. A native 
who has attended with me for more than eight months, and by a degree 
of diligence has acquired a tolerable knowledge of the English language, 
being about to remove to a distance, came to return the books belong- 
ing to the Institution, and to return thanks for the attention he conceived 
I had paid him: this he did with tears. As it was the first instance of 
native gratitude I ever saw in the school, I was delighted, and overcome 
with joy to find I had succeeded in gaining his affection. It has always 
been common for native children to remain as long as it suited them, 
and then depart with all they have in their possession, without saying a 
word. I gave him all the books which he came to return, for which he 
seemed most thankful: they consisted of an English Bible, a Grammar, 
Ricket’s Irregular Verbs, and the Digdurshun, (a work in Bengalee,) 
and also a New Testament in Bengalee, which he promised to read.”’ 


Prospect of Success in Educating Hindoo Females. 


‘‘ We entertain great hopes that our attempts at the education of 
Hindoo females will eventually succeed. Having at last secured a qua- 
lified Hindoo woman as a teacher, we are now building a school room 
for an experiment; and to-day I find she has twelve Hindoo girls as 
scholars. This may appear to our friends in England but a trifling ad- 
vance ; unless they recollect, that this 1s the first school for heathen 
girls established for centuries in this vast city, and, with two exceptions, 
in this extensive country, containing nine times the population of the 
British isles ; and take into the account the determined prejudice which 
exists in the minds of the majority of Hindoos on the subject. A school 
room built, a mistress found, and twelve scholars collected, who can 


tell but the progress of female education may yet be rapid?” 
== 


Tat these cheering anticipations were not too sanguine, will ap» 
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pear by an extract from Mr. Pearce, in reference to the same subject, 
not many days alterward. 

‘‘ We have just erected a little school room, for the instruction of 
Hindoo girls, at the expense of a little Society formed in our Young 
Ladies’ Seminary; and have been so happy as to meet with a Bengalee 
woman, who can read and write, and who is willing to act as teacher, 
She has already eighteen regular scholars, besides nine or ten more, 
(who atfend occasionally at first, till they can overcome the shame 
which attends being known to go to school,) and nearly twenty under 
the care of school masters: so that we have already nearly fitty under 
instruction! At last several Hindoo gentlemen do not scruple to say, 
that perhaps girls may be able to learn, and that instructing them may 
be a good thing. We anticipate a considerable extension of our exer- 
tions in this department, during the present and succeeding years, and 
shall be very thankiul ter any donations or subscriptions with which any 
of your benevolent iriends may be disposed to favor us.” 


Progress of Religion in the Army. 


‘‘On the 2ist of July, (says Mr Lawson,) at the request of our breth- 
ren composing the church in the 17th regiment, I attended their church- 
meeting in the Fort. {stayed with them from two o’clock till near five, 
and our meeting was indeed a pleasant one. Four soldiers, candidates 
for baptism, gave in their experience. One of them appears to have 
received his first convictions by attending the annual meeting of our 
Auxiliary Society at Boitakonah. He had been notoriously given up to 
wickedness, and was exceeding tond of gambling. One afternoon, while 
deeply engaged with one oi his comrades with his favorite game, one of 
the religious soldiers happened to pass by, and clapping him on the 
shoulder, and calling him by name, said, ‘‘ Come, | think you had bet- 
ter leave your gambling, and go with us into Calcutta to attend a Mis- 
sionary Meeting.” ‘lhe poor man paused a moment, and then thought 
within himself, *‘ Well, | may as well go.’? He went, and was deeply 
struck with the noveity of what he saw and heard: the gospel was new 
to him. He could not forget the scene he had witnessed, and after strug- 
gling two or three days against the shame and fear of persecution and 
ridicule among his ungodly companions, he was seen among those who 
resort to the cook-room at night for private prayer, and has attended 
the means of grace ever since. His wicked courses and companions, 
were at once given up, and the brethren bear testimony to his increas- 
ing earnestness in the ways of God. I am told, that from two o’clock in 
the morning till day-break, or gun fire, he is now always to be found on 
his knees. Another, that gave in his experience, appears to have been 
a Methodist once on the coast, but fell into sin, and so remained till he 
heard a funeral sermon preached about a year ago, occasioned by the 
death of a pious soldier. Another of them dated his conviction of sin 
from the same time. These brethren will, it is expected, be baptized 
next month. I have engaged to attend this monthly church-meeting 
regularly.” 
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Missionary Butelligence. 
AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. COLMAN TO MR. E. LINCOLN, BOSTON, DATED 


Chittagong, January 17, 1821. 
Dear Brother, Ha os 

For six months past I have been so engaged in missionary work, that 
the dear land of my nativity has occupied but a few of my thoughts.— 
A short time since, however, the ‘*‘ Memoir of Henry Martyn” was put 
into my hands, and, while reading the account of his departure trom 
England, the sad but joyful morning on which I bade adieu to America 
came fresh to my remembrance, and a train of sensations were excited, 
of which I have often been the subject. I walked out in the verandah, 
and the sun was just sinking in the west. I fancied that I saw my far- 
distant brethren rising from sweet repose, and engaging in the various 
duties of life. Their countenances passed before my mind, and while 
recollecting that I should enjoy their society no more on éarth, my 
thoughts were quickly transported to that bappy world in which all 
whose names are written in the book of life shall be united, never again 
to part. Reflections like these often cheer the hour of solitude, and 
produce emotions indescribably pleasant. 

I have just returned from a visit to the Arrakanese converts. Some. 
of them give satisfactory evidence of a gracious change., On Saturday, 
the 25th of December, I arrived at a small village, the inhabitants of 
which, I had been informed, were all the disciples of Christ. Pushing 
our boat into a creek, and walking a short distance, I came to their 
place of worship. The roof consists of thatched leaves, the sides aré 
made of bamboo, and nature has supplied it with a floor. The inhabi- 
tants were assembled previous to my arrival, and in a short time diviné 
worship commenced. The head man of the village addressed the throne 
of grace, while the whole assembly kneeled. He then read and expoun- 
ded a part of the fifth chapter of Matthew. I was so much animated b¥ 
the scene before me, that almost involuntarily I commenced spéaking. 
1 had never made the attempt before, and soon recollecting my incapa- 
city, asked them whether they understood me. ‘They simultaneously 
exclaimed, ‘‘ We understand.” I now proceeded more rapidly, often 
repeating my interrogation, and as often gratified with the same answer: 
In the afternoon, I spoke to them concerning the character of God, and 
quite exhausted my little stock of words. ‘The evening now approached, 
and with feelings of regret | bade them adieu. We rowed.an hour, and 
came to Cox’s Bazar. At this piace | spent the sabbath, opening the 
scriptures to the disciples. Tliese passages, “‘ But when thou doest 
alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth,”’ and * If 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebub,; how much more 
shall they call them of his houshold,’? occtipied much of our attetition. 
The explanation of the former passage gave risé to a number of remarks 
concerning the ostentatious displays made by the devotees of the ae 
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servations concerning the persecution which all must expect who be- 
come the true disciples of Christ. 

My visit to these disciples would have afforded unalloyed pleasure, 
had [ not found them very defective in their views of Christianity.— 
They have mixed its doctrines with some of their former heathenish 
ideas, and thus have attempted to form a harmonious system from the- 
most discordant materials. This state of things has undoubtedly result- 
ed from their want of proper instruction. ‘The teachers with which 
they have been favored, were unacquainted with their language, and 
previous religious ideas ; and therefore were unable to detect many er- 
rors into which the disciples, on account of the darkness that still re- 
mained in their minds, had a propensity to fall. But it is encouraging 
to reflect that they are sensible of their ignorance, are exceedingly anx- 
ious to receive instruction, and that they will consider it an unspeakable 
privilege if a missionary acquainted with their language should settle 
among them. 

The field of labor here is wide and inviting. There are in this dis- 
trict more than 100,000 Arrakanese, and this number. is continually in- 
creasing by means of emigrants from Bermah. The people are disposed 
to listen to the gospel, and nothing seems to be wanting, in case a station 
is here formed, but a suitable person to occupy it, and the influences of 
the Holy Ghost to succeed his efforts. 

My stay at this place will probably be longer than was originally in- 
tended. The last accounts from Burmah are of an unpleasant nature. 
That empire, to human appearance, will soon be involved in the hor- 
rors of war. But let us not be discouraged. The promises of God 
must be fulfilled, and Burmah must be given to Jesus as a part of his 
inheritance. Remember Otaheite. How often did the mission there 
appear to be on the brink of ruin! But the Lord preserved it from be- 

ing entirely destroyed, and finally has crowned it with a remarkable bles- 
sing. ‘* Prayers and pains,” said the apostolic Eliot, ‘‘ through faith 
in Christ Jesus, will do any thing.’? Let us wrestle with God for the 
blessing, and in due time it shall be granted. 


Yours very affectionately, 
J. COLMAN. 


-~———- 


MISSION TO CHITTAGONG. 


LETTER FROM THE REV. J. COLMAN TO THE COR. SEC. DATED 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, Chittagong, October 16th, 1820. 


ALTHOUGH my situation is nearly the same as when I last wrote, 
yet I feel unwilling to permit a longer time to elapse without address- 
ing a communication to the Board. The first years of a missionary’s 
life are necessarily destitute of enlivening incidents. It is important that 
he should devote all his time and talents to the acquisition of a foreign 
language. Until he has made some progress in this preparatory work, 
the means appointed by the Saviour of men for their conversion cannot 
be employed, and consequently he can have but litile of an interesting 
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nature to relate. These remarks are offered as an apology for the small 
number of communications I have hitherto made to the Board. 


. Since my arrival at Chittagong, my time has been wholly employed 
: in studying the language. ‘Fhe difficulties at first encountered are grad- 
ually disappearing, and I begin to take much delight in spending my 
days beside a Burman teacher. Partly however in consequence of ill 
health, and of several months lost during the journey to Ava and the 
voyage to this place, my progress has been painfully slow. I have, 
however, commenced conversation in a broken manner, and, if hfe and 
health are spared, hope in two years more to preach intelligibly. 


. Several of the Arrakanese converts have visited me, and among them 
r Keepong, who is esteemed their leader. He was overjoyed at finding a 

teacher with whom he could converse, and raised such fervent thanks 
to heaven for the unexpected interview, that my heart was quite affec 
: ted. In very moving language he requested me to stay among them, or 

to send one who possesses the ability to teach them ‘“ the way of life.’ 
. He observed that his countrymen are disposed to listen to the gospel ; 
that the converts stood in much need of instruction ; and that their chil- 
dren, whose education they cannot conscientiously intrust to the Bood- 
hist priests, are growing up in perfect ignorance of Jetters. ‘To be in- 
strumental of clearing the spiritual vision of those who already ‘‘ see 
men as trees walking,” and to save their offspring from returning again 
to all the darkness of paganism, are objects worthy of deep attention and 
strenuous efforts. J wish respectfully to submit the case of this inter- 
esting people to the Board. They have claims on Christian compassion, 
and the field of labor among them is wide and iaviting. 


If a station under the direction of the Board is established in this dis- 
trict, their missionaries at Rangoon will here find a place of refuge, 
should the caprice of the emperor, or any other untoward event, render 
their post untenable. But should a gracious Providence continue the 
mission at Rangoon, still, if the station there, and that in this place, 
are occupied by men proceeding from the same society, great benefit may 
be reasonably anticipated from mutual advice and co-operation. The 
Burman and Arrakanese languages are, with a slight difference of dialect, 
precisely the same. Hence the same press may supply both stations 
with Bibles and tracts ; and there is reason to hope that exertions sim- 
ultaneously made in the centre and on the borders of an extensive em- 
pire, will, in time, by the blessing of heaven, spread to its remotest 
parts the light of Divine truth. 


As the rainy season is drawing to a close, I expect soon to visit the 
converts, when I shall be able to give a more accurate account of their 
situation and wants. In the mean time, I shall lock out with enxiety 
for advice and direction from the Board. 


My general health is good: but my lungs have not yet recovered 
from the shock they received soon after my arrival in Burmah. I have 
great reason to be thankful for preserving mercy, and sincerely hope 
that my life may be solely employed in promoting the eternal interests 
of perishing heathen. Mrs. C. wishes to unite in respects to Mrs. §. 
and to our honored patrons. 
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MR. COLMAN’S JOURNAL TO HARBONG, &c, 


Decemper 14th, 1819.—Left Chittagong at 9 o’clock this morning, 
and arrived, early in the evening, near the mouth of Harbong river. 
Being dark, its entrance was mistaken, and we ran upon a shoal that 
nearly upset our boat. Having escaped this danger, we began to search 
for the river; but for several hours were unsuccessful in the attempt. 
At length the boatmen became so fatigued that they could proceed no 
further, and concluded to put into an opening which had just discovered 
itself. Accordingly, we proceeded towards the shore, and were agree. 
ably surprised at finding the river after which we had so long looked in 
Vain. 

15th, evening, 3 o’clock.—Through the goodness of the Lord, have 
just arrived. It is so late that [ sh: Il see none of the brethren to-night, 
but hope to have a pleasant interview with them to-morrow. 

16th.—Early in the morning Keepong, having heard of my arrival, 
came to the boat, and invited me into a small bungaloo that was built 
for public worship about a year ago. 

17th.—Heard the religious experience of two persons. One gives 
pretty satisfactory evidence of a change of heart; but the other has 
scarcely any idea of the gospel method of salvation. He expects deliv- 
erance from future misery by means of good works. 

Saturday, 18th.—Am completely exhausted with the fatigues of the 
day. It is now near eleven, and the company has just gone. The dis- 
ciples have to-day unanimously requested that I should become their 
teacher. ‘They seem to manifest much affection toward me. 

19th.—_-Thronged with visiters the whole day. The disciples have 
agreed, of their own accord, to state their desires respecting myself to 
the Serampore brethren, 

20th.—Quite affected by receiving the small, but cheerful offering of 
these poor disciples. They give affectionately. May they be rewarded. 

2ist.—Received an invitation last evening to preach at the house of 
the head man of the village. Went in the morning, and found him and 
a number of others collected. He listened with much attention, but 
apparently received no good. At 12 @’clock took leave of the disciples, 
who had all collected on the occasion. ‘The season was solemn and in- 
teresting. Keepong accompanied me te Cox’s Bazar, where are a num- 
ber more of the disciples, and afterwards to Chittagong. 

22d.--The tide being against us, about 8 o’clock we put into a creek, 
upon the banks of which is a considerable village. Went on shore, and 
took a bundle of tracts, Ina few minutes a considerable number were 
collected, to whom Keepong preached. It was pleasant-to see beneath 
aspreading tree a group of attentive hearers, who had never before 
heard the name of Jesus. Indeed, my pleasure would have been unal- 
loyed, had the gospel been preached in its purity. But it was mixed 
with so many heathenish ideas, that I could not refrain from sighing.— 
The speaker informed them that Jesus Christ, the god of the Hindoos, 
and of the Burmans, was the same, only called by different names ; but 
that men cannot arrive at annihilation without a belief in the death of 
Christ, The disciples bere seem to suppose that the eternal heaven 
ef the Christian, is the same as the annihilation of the boodhist. Some 
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of their ideas concerning the gospel are correct ; but many are confu- 
sed, and a few éntirely wrong. Nor is this strange. Mr. De Bruen, 
their first teacher, neither understood their language nor their system of 
religion. He spoke to them entirely through an interpreter, and that 
interpreter was a boy. Mr. Peacock was as ignorant of their previous 
religious ideas, and of their language, as Mr. De Bruen, and on account 
of the school which he kept, could pay them but little attention. Among 
other things, | have explained to them the wide difference between the 
heaven which the gospel reveals, and the annihilation of Gaudama; but 
so habituated are they to the use of terms, that my ears are continually 
assailed with the happiness of annihilation. In their petitions they pray 
for it; and in their conversation they represent it as the height of feli- 
city. Some, I am afraid, will never have clearer ideas ; and it is prob- 
able, that those who have been spiritually illuminated will be greatly 
unsettled by a clear exposition of the gospel. The work is difficult, but 
some one must do it. 

Late in the afternoon arrived at Cox’s Bazar. It derives its native 
name, Pe-ioung-dza, from the circumstance of some Englishmen having 
settled at the place a number of years ago, and carried on considerable 
trade. ‘The word is a compound, from Peloung, the name by which the 
English are designated, and dza, a market,—the English market. They 
have now left tie place, on account of its unhealthiness, the greater 
part having fallen victims to disease. 

Immediately after my arrival several of the disciples came to the 
boat, and the principal one invited me to his house. Spent considerable 
of the evening with them, and parted from them under the impression 
that they possess more distinct views of the gospel than any | have yet 
seen. 

23d.—Early in the morning went to see the town. It probably con- 
tains upwards of 20,000 inhabitants. 

25th.—Went to a small village containing about seventy people, all 
of whom profess themselves to be Christians.* Asked a candidate for 
baptism, why he wished to receive the ordinances? ‘* That I may be 
saved from hell,’’ was his reply. But the people here seem to possess 
tender minds, ready to receive instruction; and although the conviction 
forced itself upon my mind, that many of them were destitute of true re- 
ligion, yet I felt an indescribable pleasure at finding even a nominally 
Christian village in this heathen land. It is a favorable eircumstance 
that they feel their need of instruction. 


Lord’s-day, 26th.—The disciples at Cox’s Bazar have all expressed 
very fervent desires that | should become their teacher. This is, in- 
deed, a fine field for exertion. Large boats from Burmah are continu- 
ally arriving, and accessions are constantly making to those who have 
fled from the i iron rod of his Burman majesty. Eight days sail in one of 
these badly constructed country boats brings you to Rangoon. Here, 
in the midst of a large and increasing population, seems to be the place 
to which American missionaries in the Barman empire should flee, in 
case of imminent danger. Just at night left the disciples at this place. 


* Three or four only have been baptized. 
















































































= 
ee 


i ee A 
ee te 


oR 
= -nch am agar ce 
24 ee —. ‘ory: « 
ign ee : 
** ~ YS = 4 


le a es 
es 


ber last we inserted a Copy of an “ Address to British Ladies, on Fe- 


238 BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY.....FEMALE EDUCATION IN INDIA. [Noy, 


How was my heart melted at seeing them stand on the shore, and gaze 
on the boat until it had nearly receded from their sight. 

1821. January 1.—Arrived at Chittagong. May I be thankful for 
preserving mercy, and unreservedly devote myself to Him who hag 
granted me the unspeakable privilege of living among the heathen. 

(Luminary, 
—~>-—- 


BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


Tue Baptist Irish Society has now existed about seven years, and has 
already bestowed upon upwards of 20,000 poor children of Ireland the 
knowledge of reading, and many of them have been taught writing and 
arithmetic. There are upwards of 90 schools, in which the Irish and 
English languages are taught: these are founded in the province of Con- 
naught, and in the counties of Clare and Cork. 

The simple plan upon which they have proceeded, of using the Holy 
Scriptures as the only school book for the children’s use, when they 
have become able to read, has been attended with great success : for 
though in some instances narrow minded Roman Catholic priests have 
opposed the schools on that account, others more liberally constituted 
have given them, support ; and in most cases, the parents have been 
desirous of sending their children to obtain the advantages of education; 
as they could not believe that the scriptures would prove injurious to 
the minds of their offspring. 

The labors of the readers of the scriptures, both in English and Irish, 
have been very beneficial: seven of these men travel from place to 
place, inspecting the schools ; and about fifteen are sabbath readers. 

The Society employs seven itinerant ministers ; these are situated at 
Cork, Youngall, Thurles, Limerick, Tullamore, Athlone and Balli na. 

The annual expenditure of the Society is 2000/, and its certain in- 
come not a quarter of that sum. The treasurer has advanced about 150. 
to discharge the debts due at christmas last. The committee affection- 
ately appeal to their Christian friends to lend them that assistance which 
they so urgently require to carry on these necessary and beneficial op- 


erations. 


Extract from the Eleventh Report of the Sunday School Society for Ireland. 

Ar the commencement of the past year, the number of schools assis- 
ted by your society was, 1,091; the number of scholars reported in at- 
tendance,113,525; the number of schools which have now been assis- 
ted, is 1,353, containing by the last returns 135,600 scholars: the in- 
crease during the past year, taken in this point of view, amounts to 
262 schools, and 22,075 scholars. 

During the last year gratuitous assistance has been afforded to 610 
schools, of which 348 had received similar assistance in former years. 
This number exceeds that of the preceding year by 45 schools. 


ane 
FEMALE EDUCATION IN INDIA. 
Our readers will recollect that in the Missionary Chronicle for Octo- 
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male education in India :’? We have now the pleasure of stating that the 
appeal thus made to the Ladies wus so far successful as to raise the sum 
of 521/. 9s. besides 1000/ Sicca Rupees, which the directors of the 
London Missionary society agreed to apply to the same object. These 
exertions induced the Ladies of the British and Foreign School Society 
to select a proper person for this important object, and we have every 
reason to believe, that they have been directed by Providence in the 
choice of Miss Cooke. That lady appears to possess every requisite 
talent, joined to decided personal piety, and a devoted mind to the in- 
struction of the heathen. Aiter being duly initiated in the British Sys- 
tem of Education. Miss Cooke embarked on the 28th of May, with the 
Rev. Mr. Ward, Mrs. Marshman, and several other persons connected 
with the Serampore Mission, in the Alberton, Captain Gilpin, for Cal- 
cutta. We understand that the vessel left the Coast about the 6th or - 
7th of June; and we trust that He who rules the wind and the sea will 
grant them a favorable passage, and render them successful in their en- 
deavors to enlighten those who yet sit in darkness. 

From the most authentic accounts, there are 100 millions of souls in 
India subject to the British Government, and we therefore hope the La- 
dies will not cease their exertions untill female education is become 


general. 
Gest 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue American Bible Society celebrated its fifth anniversary on Thurs- 
day the 10th of May. The officers and managers, and delegates from 
Auxiliary Societies, met at the managers’ room, in the New-York Insti- 
tution, at 9 o’clock in the morning. General Matthew Clarkson, senior 
vice-president, took the chair, and the meeting of the Board was opened 
with reading the 72d Psalm, by the Rev. J. Day, L. L. D. president of 
Yale College. 

After attending to the ordinary business of the meeting, at 10 o’clock 
the Board of Managers, with the officers of the society, and the delegates 
from the auxiliaries, proceeded to the City Hotel, where a large num- 
ber of ladies and gentlemen had assembled to witness the interesting pro- 
ceedings of the day. At half past 10, the Hon. Elias Boudinot, president 
of the society, supported by General Clarkson and Col. Varick, two of 
the Vice-Presidents, took the chair; when the meeting was opened by 
the reading of the Ist chapter of Revelation, by the Rev. Dr. M’Dowell, 
of Elizabethtown, N. J. 

Letters from several of the vice-presidents, apologizing for their ne- 
cessary absence from the meeting, were read :—after which, the bu- 
siness of the meeting commenced by the president’s address, which was 
real by the Rev. Dr. Milnor, the secretary for foreign correspondence. 
The treasurer's report for the past year was then read by W. W. Wool- 
sey, Esq. treasurer, by which it appeared that the receipts for the year 
ending the Ist of May, 1821, were 49,578 dollars and 34 cents, and that 
the expenditures were 47,759 dollars and 60 cents. The Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Managers was then read by the Rev. Selah Strong 
Woodhull, secretary for domestic correspondence. From the report, 
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it appears that the society have printed, during the past year, twenty. 
nine thousand Bibles, and twenty-four thousand Testaments. The 
whole number circulated since its formation, is 231,552. 

The Kentucky society have printed 2,000 copies of the scriptures 
from the plates sent.them by this society ; and such is the demand, in 
the western parts of our country, that they are printing a second edis 
tion. Spanish ‘Testaments have been sent to Buenos Ayres, and a new 
field has recently opened for the distribution of the scriptures in the 
same language, in other parts of South America, and in Louisiana. The 
society have obtained the sanction and aid of the Secretary of the Navy 
in distributing the scriptures through the United States’ Navy. Three 
thousand five hundred bibles have been appropriated for this purpose ; 
and 1600 of that number have been distributed to the petty officers and 
seamen. Thirty auxiliary societies have been added during the past 
year ; making the whole number of auxiliary societies attached to the 
parent institution, two hundred and thirty-nine. 

After the report was read, several resolutions were unanimously pas- 
sed, the last of which was as follows : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the society be given to the president for 
his continued and watchful attention to its important interests: and that 
the society sincerely regret that his indisposition has prevented them 
from enjoying the benefit of his talents and services, in conducting the 
whole proceedings of the present anniversary. 

On offering and seconding the several resolutions, each of the follow- 
ing gentlemen addressed the meeting: viz. Rev. Dr. Staughton, of the 
Baptist church, Philadelphia ; John Griscom, of the Society of Friends, 
N. York; Rev. Mr. Truair, of the Presbyterian church, Cherry Valley, 
N. York; Rev. Mr. Bangs, of the Methodist church, N. York; Hon. J. 
T. Irving, N. York; Rev. Dr. Morse, New-Haven, Conn. Rev. J. M. 
Matthews, of the Reformed Datch church, N. York; and the Rev. 
John Sommerfield, of London. 

There was a more full attendance on this than on former anniversa- 
ries, and the exercises were such as would animate the Christian to re- 
newed exertion in circulating the Bible. 


THE PHILADELPHIA BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tur Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Bible Society of Philadel- 
phia was held, agreeable to public notice, in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Fourth-street, (formerly the Philadelphia Academy) on Wed- 
nesday evening, May 2d, 1821. 

The Right Rev. Dr. White having taken the chair, opened the meet- 
ing by an address to the throne of grace. 

The Report of the Managers for the past year was then read by the 
Rev. Mr. Van Vileck.—The following are extracts. 

‘¢ Although this Society, in common with other similar institutions, 
has felt the pressure of the times, in regard to its pecuniary resources, 
during the past year, yet there is abundant cause for the liveliest grat- 
itude towards an all bountiful Ged, for the means which he hath still 
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afforded us, and the most powerful incitement to be more zealous, ir 
using our best endeavors to promote the glorious object in view.” 

“From the statement now presented, it appears, that 4,435 Bibles 
and Testaments have been distributed by this Society since the last an- 
nual meeting; of which number, 552 have been furnished for the use 
of Sunday Schools, at reduced prices; torming an aggregate of 57,865 
copies of the sacred Scriptures, disseminated by your managers, since. 
the commencement of this Society; besides 3,750 copies of portions of 
the Scriptures, for the use of Sunday Schools ;—109,737 copies of the 
Old and New Testaments have been printed with their stereotype plates, 
and an edition of 1,000 New Testaments, atid 500 Bibles, is now in the 
press.” | 

‘* Let us pause and look around us. How glorious 1s the prospect 
that opens to our view !—Bible Institutions, almost without number, vie 
with each other in diffusing the light of the gospel, and glitter, like so 
many stars, in the firmament of Christianity. Among these luminaries, 
which know of no other rivalship than that of emulating each other in 
the praise of Jehovah, the British and Foreign Bible Society still shines 
with superior lustre, as a star of the first magnitude. Next in brilliancy, 
among these constellations, shines the Russian Bible Society.” 

‘‘ In the rising prosperity and increasing exertions of the American 
Bible Society, we most cordially rejoice, and with all our heart wish 
them God speed.” 








Tievivals of Lieligion. 


_—_ -—--— 


To the Editors of the ‘* Western New-York Baptist Magazine.”* 





Dear BreTHREN, 


Permit me to transmit to the pubiic, through the medium of the. 
publication under your superintendence, a few interesting particulars 
from my missionary journal. . 

Agreeably to the directions of the Board, I left home for Centre 
county, Pennsylvania, June 29th, 1821. Passed through Homer, Dry- 
den, Ithica, Cayuta, Spencer, Danby and Owego. Crossed the east 
branch of the Susquehannah, into the state of Pennsylvania; visited the 
towns of Warren, Orville, &c. Re-crossed the east branch of the Sus- 
quehannah, ascended the Towananda creek, through the towns of Frank- 
lin and Canton ; descended the Lycoming, through the town of the same 
name. Passed Loyalsack, Newbury and Jersey Shore ; crossed the west 
branch, and ascended it to the mouth of Bald Eagle creék ; ascended 
the Bald Eagle to its junction with Spring creek, in Céntre county, 
where the Board directed me to go. In all the above named places I 
preached as I passed, with one or two exceptions, 

In the town of Spencer I preached twice on my way to Centre coun- 
ty.. Some serious impressions seemed to rest on the assembly: thd 
people urged my stay a few days: but adhering rigidly to the instruc # 
tons of the Board, I did not think myseif justitied in continuing in thie 
G 2 
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place. In all my journey, the people in Spencer were. constantly on 
my mind. 

I arrived in Bellefonte, Centre county, late on Saturday evening, 

Preached in the Presbyterian meeting house on Lord’s-day, to a respec. 
table assembly. Made excursions from this place to all parts of the 
country. Meetings were frequent, interesting and solemn: but the 
people are generally in a state of profound ignorance. Permit me t 
relate an instance, among many.—Ascending the Bald Eagle, I called at 
Elders’ Mill. Observing a sprightly little girl, about eleven years old, 
I asked her the following questions, and received the following answers; 
—-My dear, who made the mill opposite us? Mr. Elders.—Who made 
the water which moves the wheel? Mr. Elders.—Who made those 
rocks, trees, mountains and hills? The people who live about here.— 
Who made the people? They grew up themselves.—Have you never 
been taught that there is a God, who made ali things? I never bejore 
‘heard there was a God.—Whao is Jesus Christ? I do not know.--—Do 
you know that you have a soul, which must live for ever? I never 
knew that before.--Have you been taught that you must die? No, sir. 
-~—O what a responsible station does a parent occupy! 

Ascended the source of the Bald Eagle to the waters of the Juni- 
atta. In this region the people are not only destitute of the preaching 
of the gospel, but of the word of life. JF had it in my power to supply 
a few families with Bibles and Testaments, having received a small sup- 

ly from the Bible Society in Owego, Broome county. 

‘I had the happiness of forming a Conference, in Centre county, de- 
nominated the Baptist Bald Eagle Conference, consisting of six mem- 
bers ; four of whom I baptized « on profession of their faith in the bles- 
sed Redeemer. The persons baptized are, Joseph Miles, esq. his wife 
and her two sisters, all from Philadelphia. The season was solemn and 
interesting: not less than fifteen hundred souls present at the baptizing. 
The scene was truly apostolic. 

Left Centre county, July 30th.—Arrived at Spencer, Tioga county, 
N. ¥. on Saturday the 4th of August, where I continued till the 9th of 
September. The first Lord’s-day I spent in Spencer, was a day to be 
remembered. Though the notice for preaching was short, only from 
Saturday evening until ten o’clock next day, the assembly was so large 
that we were constrained to meet in the grove. ‘Thrice I preached in 
different parts of the town during the day, to large and solemn assem- 
blies. I preached a fourth, and, as I thought, a ‘farewell discourse, on 
Lord’s-day evening: but as r was making my concluding remarks, the 
whole assembly seemed deeply affected ; the youth, in particular, were 
constrained to cry aloud, in every part of the as sembly. Their language 
seemed to be, what shall we do to be saved? By the entreaties of 
many, 2nd the tears of all, | was constrained to tarry with them another 
day. Rose early on Monday morning, spent the day in visiting from 
house to house. God went before me, and was present with me.— 
Monday evening, preached to a crowded, solemn assembly. As I was 
taking my leave of them, there was a general burst of feeling: Baptists 
an ntiPresbyte rians united in urging the duty, and expediency, of my con- 
tinuing longer in the place ;—while poor, distressed sinners thronged. 
about me, ‘soliciting by their groans and tears, my stay among them. 
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My arguments in favor of leaving them were, the poor health of my fa- 
mily when I left home ; the expectations of the people in Vernon, res- 
pecting my return ; and the expiration of the time allotted me, by the 
Board, under the patronage of which [ was acting. 

When they perceived that | was determined to return, the request 
was, stay and preach once more. I consented ; meeting was appointed 
at five o’clock, next morning. The people met at the rising of the sun: 
a solemn time it was. God was there ofa truth. I closed my discourse, 
dismissed the meeting, and made toward the door, but my way was hedged 
up with anxious, weeping sinners ; they seemed to hang upon my lips ; 
their language was, how can you go o and leave us ?—I “then concluded, 
without ‘ conferring with flesh and blood,” to stay in the place during 
that week, and see what God was about to do. My Jabors were abun- 
dant, both might and day. Some were brought into the liberty of the 
gospel, during the week. The good work now began to spread in every 
part of the town, and at length reached the borders of three of the 
neighboring towns—Danby, Condor and Cayuta. The whole number 
who experienced religion during my continuance with them, would pro- 
bably amount to seventy or eighty; and, perhaps, more. 

The last Saturday I spent with them, (being the ninth of September. ) 
I baptized twenty-five, chiefly youth. The ordinance was administered 
in a pond ; the candidates all waded in together, about six rods from 
the shore, where they. made a stand. After prayer, I proceeded to 
baptize them. As soon as baptized, they were received into a scow 
prepared for that purpose: the scene was solemn and interesting. 

Left Spencer on the tenth of September, and arrived home on the 
twelfth, late in the evening,-—-having been absent from my people and 
family, ten weeks and four days. In this time I travelled nine hundred 
miles—preached one hundred times—administered the Lord’s Supper 
once—baptized twenty-nine—and formed one Conference. 

I have just received pleasing intelligence from the places, which I 
visited in the state of Pennsylvania :—God is pouring out his Spirit in 
Bald Eagle valley, Milesburgh, Bellefonte, Jersey Shore, and on Pine 
Creek. Over an extent of country sixty miles in length, and not a sin- 
gle Baptist minister in all this territory, and but two settled ministers of 


any denomination. ‘* The harvest ts great, and the laborers few.” 
CALVIN PHILLEO, 


Ea 


[From the “ American Baptist Magozine.] — 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REY. J. BRADLEY, DATED 


Genesee Co. N. Y. July 20, 1821. 
Beloved Brethren in Christ, 
As this is the first communication that I have made you, and intended 
for your Magazine, since my settlement upon the Holland Purchase ; it 
may be proper briefly to describe this country, the inhabitants, and the 


revivals of religion among them. 
The Holland Purchase comprehends a little over half of Genesee 


county, not quite half of Allegany, the whole of Chatauque, and Niaga- 
ra, excepting one mile along Niagara river. This tract of country 18 


* 




























































B44 LETTER FROM REV. J. BRADLEY. [Nox 


very rich, and well watered by. creeks and rivers. It is generally flat, 
and the rivers move slowly. ‘The climate ts mild, and the air salubri. 
ous. The water is excellent, excepting those parts of the country that 
Vie flat, and border upon rivers or lakes. Upon these moist and level] 
lands, the people have turns of the feverand ague. But where large tracts 
are cleared the people enjoy health. 

The present white inhabitants upon the Holland Purchase, are from 
the different parts of New-England, (a few families excepted.) The 
sale of these lands te individuals commenced in December, 1799, and 
now about 80,000 are settled upon them. These people generally, are 
well informed, active, industrious, hospitable. Having flown together 
from five States, or more, hke streams from different mountains, it must 
be expected, that at first, they would hold tenaciously, the same senti- 
ments that their parents, or societies held from whence they came. — 
Yet from the best information 1 have obtained, it appears, that their 
opinions about religion are not so numerous as those in New England. 
For God has been graciously pleased to hear the prayers of thousands 
for the inhabitants of this wilderness, and has come down to deliver us. 
His Spirit has descended copiously upon multitudes, and enabled them 
to believe in one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. 

There are now two Baptist Associations on the west side of the Gen- 
esee river. The Holland Purchase contains twenty-one churches, em- 
bracing 1,877 communicants ; and the Genesee Association has fifteen 
churc hes, and 779 communicants. Beside these churches, there are 
now a considerable number recently formed, who have not joined either 

ssaciation. Upon the other side of the river is the Ontario Associa- 
tion, containing forty-four churches, and 2,083 communicants. God has 
appeared in his glory in buildiag up Zion. 

A brief account of some revivals in this region, may be refreshing to 
many of your readers. In 1818 a work began in Sparta, under the 
preaching ef Dr. Jesse Braman, who Jabors abundanily in new settle- 
ments, and has been greaily owned of Gad. ‘Two churches are formed 
in that town, and the last account :I obtained from them, they had one 
hundred and eight members. Dansville, Onion, and Alfred, received 
many mercy drops from the cloud that hung over these western skies. 
Two churches have been formed in these towns. Before the shower 
reached Richmond, only one Baptist professor was known in the town. 
A number have been brought to loye Jesus, and own him before men. 
A church has been formed here. ‘These towns lie along, or near the 
Genesee river, Brother Jesse Brown came aver, having heard the 
Macedonian cry, and has been a fellow worker with brother, Braman in 
this glorious time of ingathering and establishing churches. his part 
of the wilderness seemed all alive for one year. The woods rung with 
the songs of young converts, and backsliders wept among the trees ; 
while old established saints who had been waiting for the salvation of 
the Lord, looked up towards heaven, being ready to depart and be with 
Jesus. 

The waters of the Genesee and less rivers were often frequented, 
and Grown and Braman prayed, preached, and baptized about two hun- 
are d, who had g gladly received the word. In Perry achurch has bees 
farmed, | 
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In Lienda a work began in 1819, and last winter a church, was form- 
ed. Also one in Bloomfield, of nineteen members ; it has since had 
some additions. In Warsaw, six miles south from the Academy, a work 
has been progressing about five months, in which time forty-four have 
been baptized, and nineteen have been added by letter. In Bethany, 
eight miles north of the Academy, a work commenced last winter, and 
has been gradual. We supply this place with preaching from the Insti- 
tution, and our young brethren have been owned of God. A large’5o- 
ciety has been gathered, and the dews of grace have gently descended 
upon them. I have baptized nineteen. These, and nine by letter, were 
acknowledged as a church the seventh of last month. A few have been 
quickened in Shelden, in Pembroke, and in Pomfret ; but over Aurora, 
the thunder of God’s power was mighty; souls trembled, and by grace 
were enabled to fly to Jesus for salvation, and lay hold upon the hope 
presented in the gospel. Fifty-five in a few months, were added to the 
Baptist church in that town. Among this number, were men of the 
first standing in society, and much respected in the State. : 


In North-East and Portland, two churches have been constituted, 
and received into the Holland Purchase Association in June last. Clar- 
rence has received some tokens of distinguishing favor, and one of our 
young preachers has gone éver to speak unto them in the name of our 
Master. Orangeville begins to revive, and Gainsville has been much 
moved, and numbers have made a profession of religion. <A few begin 
to see, and feel, and love the doctrine of grace, that lays sinners low 
before the feet of Jesus, and makes them willing to be saved agreeably 
to God’s purpose. It is an unspeakable favor to have the heart estab- 
lished by grace. Who can ever praise God enough for the revelation 
of his plan! Yes, and to have our hard hearts softened under its puri- 
fying influences, and fitted for heaven. 


Here permit me to relate one anecdote. In one of my excursiohs 
to preach to a people who live off from our large roads; | had received 
directions from an aged gentleman, which path to take through the 
woods to arrive at my appointment in the easiest and most expeditious 
manner. After leaving him, I saw another gentleman of excellent abil- 
ities, and one whom I highly esteemed. I asked counsel of him con- 
cerning the path ; he assured me that he was well acquainted with that 
piece of woods, and the path which | had been directed to take was 
very bad, and he very much doubted the possibility of my passing 
through that way. He pointed out another, which he considered good. 
Being upon an excellent beast, I passed into the woods, with speed, be- 
lieving that if any one had gone through, I might attempt it without 
dismay. I had not proceeded far, before my horse sunk amid the snow 
and mud, and no tracks ahead could be found to give me the least en- 
couragement. The day wes too far spent to afford me light enough to 
enable me to return to the first path, and accomplish my purposes. In 
this dilemma, I saw a man at some distance, towards whom I advanced, 
and hailed him. He informed me of a third path, which I finally found, 
and after-some difficulty, and many unpleasant sensations and fatigue, I 
got through, and found a large congregation waiting for my arrival. I 
endeavored to make the best of my wandering about the wilderness, and 
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tried to preach. After meeting, in passing a skirt of the same woods, | 
was requested to call and see a sick man. When I entered the house, 
the old gentleman raised his hands towards heaven, and spake nearly ag 
follows: ‘* I am glad, sir, that you have found the way to my house, to 
see a monument of grace. I have lived in this world seventy-three 
years, and am only two weeks old. Two weeks ago, the Lord Jesus 
(if I am not deceived) had mercy upon my poor soul, aad poured joy 
and gladness into my heart. I am a wonder to myself and others, QO 
how have I lived so many years, and heard prayers, and sermons, and 
been among revivals, and yet never knew the love of Jesus until lately. 
I was dead in sin; but now I see, and feel differently. Yes, I hope | 
am born again. It is all of grace, free grace! O wonderful grace in- 
deed! I certainly never did any thing to merit this grace. Am I mis- 
taken? Is this a delusion? I am willing to die and be with Jesus. | 
hope he will receive me. I hope to be saved from all sin alone throug), 
his merits. My hope is in no other.” After trying to pray with him, 
he said, ‘‘ Do come and see me again soon, and let me hear you 
preach a sermon before I go hence.”? I complied with his request, and 
took my text in Luke 11. 29, 30. Lord, now letiest thou thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion. 

When I left that house, I felt under renewed obligations to be hum- 
ble and thankful for all God’s mercies ; and especially for the trials of 
that day. By these trials, and their sanctified influences, I was again in 
imagination among our missionary brethren, passing dreary deserts, up 
to our horse’s sides in miry paths ; then fording rivers, and blowing the 
gospel trump, and congregating multitudes of glad souls from smoky 
eottages. 

O may Jesus ever keep me from every inclination to indulge in self- 
ish ease. 1 wish to be a good soldier of the cross of Christ, and to en- 
dure hardness to the end of my race. 

Here is a wide spread region, and room enough for thousands to labor 
for the salvation of souls. O may the Lord send out many to range 
these deserts, and I hope in my vacations, to be a companion of some, 
and know by happy experience the sufferings of those who have gone 
this way before me. The Lord is raising up a number in this country, 
who express a wish to enter the work of the ministry, and are now stud- 

Yiag to obtain some literary information, that they may be more useful 
in Zion. 

The church under my care has been a little revived, and twenty have 
been baptized, and twenty added by letter, and four licensed to preach 
since my connexion with them. The second Baptist church in this town 
have enjoyed a refreshing time, and have settled a minister among them, 
who is much esteemed and useful. More than one hundred students 
have entered the Institution siace its commencement in November last. 
Fourteen of these are professedly pious. 

Truly we can say, that, the wilderness blossoms as the rose, and we 
hope that it will blossom abundantly, and rejoice, even with joy and sing- 
tng. Even so, come Lord Jesus, come quickly, 

: Your affectionate servant in Christ, 


JOSHUA BRADLEY. 
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[From the Same.] 


BXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. CMARLES G. SOMMERS, TO ONE OF THE 
EDITORS, DATED 
Troy, January 25, 1821. 
Dear Brother, : 

On the first Lord’s-day in April I visited the Baptist church in Pitts- 
town, agreeably to appointment; but I am unable to describe my feel- 
ings when I beheld a once flourishing and large church reduced to a 
state bordering on extinction. Having become acquainted with the rise 
and progress of this church, it would give me pleasure to describe the 
various scenes through which they have passed during the space of a- 
bout forty years ; but this would exceed the limits of an epistle. You 
may read, at least, a part of this history in the well known adage, ‘ Re- 
ligio peperit hivitias, et filia devoravit matrem.’? The day alluded to 
was their communion sabbath, and where formerly a happy Pastor dis- 
pensed the sacred symbols to a pious throng, I was called to administer 
to a few dejected and tried disciples. One pew accommodated almost 
the whole. Thanks to our ascended Redeemer,—that number has of 
late greatly inereased.  ‘‘ A little one shall become a thousand, and a 
small one a stron$ nation.”” The services of the afternoon being ended, 
I visited the family of one of the members, accompanied by a beloved 
brother from the church in Troy; and here, light began to dawn upon 
the benighted inhabitants of Pittstown. It was observed by the profes- 
sors present, that they had never enjoyed a more impressive interview. 
A part of the time was spent in prayer for a revival of religion in Pitts« 
town, and a special blessing upon that particular family. Let it be re- 
corded to the praise of our gracious God, that two of the children are 
among the recent converts. In the evening I preached to a solemn and 
attentive audience, from Amos iv. 12. ‘‘ Prepare to meet thy God, O Is- 
rael.”? [donot remember ever to have enjoyed a greater sense of the di- 
vine presence, nor have | ever witnessed more astonishing indications 
of the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. Like the waking Patriarch we 
could exclaim, ‘‘ How dreadful is this place! this is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’”’ By request of the 
church, I promised to preach for them on the first sabbath in the ensu- 
ing month, when to our great joy and astonishment, eight persons pre- 
sented themselves before the church, and in the most satisfactory man- 
ner related, ‘‘ what God had done for their souls.””’ They were bapti- 
zed in the presence of a large and solemn concourse of spectators, and 
while believers were yh blessing God, many in the congrega- 
tion wept aloud. The scene ##@the meeting house, when the candidates 

were publicly welcomed to the affections and fellowship of the church, 
itis not in my power adequately to depict. Never had I spent so happy 
a sabbath before, nor do | anticipate a greater degree of substantial joy, 
while I tread amongst the thorns and briars of the world. From that 
time I have supplied the pulpit in Pittstown, on the first Lord’s-day in 
each month, during the summer, and have enjoyed the pleasure of re- 
ceiving seventy-nine persons into the fellowship of that church, many of 
whom are heads of families, in the most respectable circles of society.. 
Three have been received by the Rev. Francis Waylandyof Saratoga, 
‘making the whole number added, eighty-twe. } es" 
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Among the instances of conversion during this revival, there have been 
some remarkable cases. The following may serve as an exemplification 
of divine power and sovereign mercy. ‘Two young men retired after pub- 
lic worship in company with several of their youthful associates, to an 
adjacent grove, where Mr. E. proposed to preach a sermon. Having 
entertained the cempany with his profane attempt at mocking sacred 
things, he proceeded in due form, and with the utmost gravity to shake 
hands with auditors, employing at thé same time such remarks as it 
would be proper for a minister or other serious person to use, at part- 
ing with those for whose c:ernal welfare he felt a deep concern. 

He spoke to Mr. G. as follows—‘* My young friend, I hope the Lord 
Jesus will have mercy upon you, and when | see you again I hope you 
will be a converted man.”’ ‘This sentence proved to be singularly pro- 
phetic of the pleasure of God concerning this young man. The next 
time they met, Mr. G. declared to his impious young companion what 
great things God had done for his soul, in translating him from the power 
of darkness, into the kingdom of his dear Son. Mr. E. returned home 
with the most pungent convictions for sin, exclaiming in the language o 
the publican, ‘‘ God be merciful to me a sinner,” and in about six weeks 
I had the happiness to baptize them both, in company with several others. 
The work is still progressing. Many little children, and some more ad- 
vanced in life, appear to be solemnly impressed with the importance of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. 

I have just returned from Cattskill, where the Lord has poured out his 
Spirit in a copious manner. Nine persons related their experience, and 
by the particular request of the church, I baptized six ef them, in the 
presence of a large assembly. Amongst the candidates, there were three 
children ; but they are believers in our glorious Redeemer. Mr. ; 
called to see me on asabbath morning. He has been a critical and influ- 
ential deist for many years, but God has had mercy on him. He said, O! 
that I could obliterate the impressions which my example and arguments 
have made on the minds of many in this place ; but I will pray that they 
may believe the sacred book of God, and truly acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the praise and glory of God the Father. About fifty 
have made a public profession in this place. The reformation has 
extended to Cooksackie, where sixty-one persons have united them- 
selves to the reformed church, under the care of the Rey. Mr. Liv- 
ingston. Great solemnity is visible among the people in Athens and 
Kinderhook, where I have been informed that there are numerous in- 
stances of hopeful conversion. »# 


Affectienately yours, 
CHARLES G. SOMMERS. 





~—~<>-———- 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Elisha Andrews to his friend in Bos- 
ton, dated Plattsburgh, August 7, 1821. 


My dear Friend and Brother, | 
In complianee with your request, T write to inform you of the succes¢ 
ef my cart ga do it the more willingly, because I know it will make 





your heart ¢g When I first came to this place, in obedience to the 
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directions of the Board* last year, the friends of Zion weie weak, they 
were few in number, they were languishing and discouraged.—their 
harps were upon the willows, and their enemies were triumphant. In- 
fidelity and immowality paraded the streets of this village without a blush, 
the Sabbath was awfuily profaned, and comparatively very few were 
willing to attend the worship of God in public, and fewer still thought of 
worshipping Him in the demestic circle. When 1 was here, last winter, 
I entertained hopes, I could hardly tell why, that the Lord was about to 
display his grace in this place. My hopes were, however, very languid 
when [ left here last spring. Now I can only wonder and admire “the 
goodness of God. | bad been gone but about two weeks, when the work 
of reformation became visible, and it still continues. ‘Chere are prayer 
meetings and conferences every evening, and these meetings are crowé 
ded, solemn and interesting. 

Some of the most respectable people in the county are the subjecte 
of this work; and it is traly delightful to see men of talents, influence, 
education and respectability, submitting to the humbling doctrines of 
the cross. {tis delighttul, not because their souls are more precious 
than the souls of the poor and illiterate, but because it is a display o 
the power of God; and because we have reason to hope that God will 
make them eminently usetul in his cause. , 

Last Lord’s-day I baptized three precious disciples; and as the 
standard of the Gospe! baptism is erected, [ have no doubt, if the Lord 
delight in us, he will bring more to rally around it. As for disputes, 
{ avoid them entirely, and refer those who consuit me to the sacred 
Scriptures to learn their duty. 'f all ministers and christians would 
do this, there would be less strife and contention, and we should not 
have to lament the revivals of religion terminate in heat and animosity. 

I am not able at present to ascertain exactly the number which 
have been the subjects of this work; but | think it is considerable, 
and I see no reason to think the work is declining. [tn the towns that 
I passed through in the western part o: the state of Vermont, the Lord is 
doing wonders. Pittsford, Carlton, Hubbardton. Sunbury, Orwell, Whi- 
ting, Cornwall, Mindlebury, New-Haven, and Hinesburgh, and some 
other towns, are enjoying a precious shower of divine influence. In 
one of these, | was informed, at a Coniecrence meeting, that it was pro- 
posed thosé who desired the prayers of God’s children, should arise.— 
Eighty young persons simultaneously arose, as an expression of that de- 
sire, [Christian Watchman: 

-_——_P>-—- 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Parsons, dated Grecian Archipelaga 
off Scio, Dec. 9, 1820. 

My feet have not yet stood ‘‘on the shores of Canaan, the holy land 
promised to Abraham,” but I hope soon to reside in that city which is 
dear to the heart of every christian. I left Smyrna, ‘Tuesday evening 
last, expecting to land at Joppa, and from thence take a direet course to 


Jerusalem. My dear brother, and fellow labourer, Mr. Bist, will re« 


* Board of the Bap. Mis. Soc. of Mass. a 5. 
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main yet a little while in Smyrna for the purpose of aiding the work of 
distributing Bibles, and religious tracts. The glad tidings of salvation 
may now be put into the hands of thousands in this empire. And per. 

haps this is the most promising method of doing good to the souls of our 
fellow-men. During a short tour in Asia Minor we distributed 1300 re. 
ligious tracts, and several copies of the New Testament in different lan- 

guages. Many applications were made for Bibles which we have not 
been able as yet to supply. 

We have taken a passage in a Greek vessel which is bound to Joppa 
in Syria, conveying pilgrims who are going to Jerusalem for to worship. 
They frequently inquire of me if I am going as a pilgrim to Jerusalem, 
and thev think it strange that people in America should know any thing 
of the holy city. I have read to them from the ‘Testament in their own 
language, and they gave good attention. There are three ‘Turks with 
us in the ship who are devoted to the religion of the false prophet. It 
is affecting to see them prostrating themselves on the floor, in the ser- 
vice of prayer, and looking towards Mecca, the city of their beloved 
prophet. ‘They are quite free in their conversation, and morning and 
evening give me the accustomed salutations of friendship. They are in- 
teresting men, and are to be remembered in the prayers of all those who 
know the truth as it is in Jesus. 

With respect to the Jews, it has not been in our power as yet to ex- 
tend to them the hand of benevolence. But, in future, our situation 
will lead us to a more particular acquaintance with their spiritual state. 
From information received, we are led to believe that the vail is still up- 
on their hearts. They seem to be awake to the movement of chris- 
tians and are fortifying themselves in their infidelity. But when Jehovah 
speaks, they will hear. Here is a strong refuge in trouble. The prom- 
ises, quoted in your letter, together with many similar ones, are sufi- 
cient to encourage and strengthen all who wait for the consolation of 
{srael. 

You will continue to pray for them, till the set time shall come. 0 
that every christian would weep over this valley of dry bones, till the 
breath come in them, and there stand up an exceeding great army. 

‘‘ The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace.” 

Your brother, in the gospel of our Lord, 

[Guardian. ] LEVI PARSONS. 


-——— 


Extract from the 15th Report of the ** British and Foreign Buble Society.” 


FRANCE.—PROTESTANT BIBLE SOCIETY OF PARIS, AND 
ITS AUXILIARIES. 

THE expectations encouraged in France, by the events of the two pre- 
ceding years, have been amply justified ; : and that country exhibits at 
this moment a spectacle in which the lovers of Biblical truth may find 

abundant matter for joy and thanksgiving. 

From the second Report of the Protestant Bible Society of Paris, a 
document which is entitled to the highest respect and attention, it ap- 

ears that the Committee of that Society, under the guidance of their in- 
defatigable President and ced man, the Marquis de Tastee have evinc- 
ed the grea “> pactivity, prudence and integrity in discharging the duties 


of their appointment. 
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Among the friends and benefactors of the Paris Bible Society, it is 
leasing to observe the first authorities in the State associated with per- 
sons from the lowest classes in society. The sentiments with which the 
Duke de Cazes, when President of the Council and Minister of the In- 
terior, accompanied his munificent donation, greatly enhanced the value 
of the gilt. 

‘‘T have seen with the greatest interest,” says the Duke, ‘in the re- 
presentation of the labours of the Society, the proof of the good which 
it has already done, and the pledge of that which it will certainly effect 
hereafter. Happy to agsociate myself with its efforts for the attainment 

_of an end towards which all Christian communions ought equally to di- 
rect their steps, | beg the Society to accept a subscription of 1000 francs.”’ 
And his Excellency concluded, by authorizing the publication of his re- 
solution—‘ because that, in the eyes of all the true friends of morality 
and religion, it cannot but appear worthy of the Government to contri- 
bute to the dissemination of a book, which is the code of the sublimest 


religion, and of the purest morality.” 


The distribution of the Scriptures hus been effected as speedily and 
extensively as the delays in procuring copies in a condition to be put into 
circulation would allow. Desirous of facilitating this object, your com- 
mittee ceded to the Paris Bible Society, at cost price, the 10,000 Bibles 
and 5000 Testaments, printed on your account at Toulouse, and added 
2,500 copies of a pocket Bible, printed on the same account at Paris.— 
The accumulation of demands upon the Paris depository, and the insuffi- 
ciency of the funds adequately to supply them, induced your committee 
to assist this active Society with an additional grant of 500/. 


The Auxiliary Societies of Milhau, Toulouse, Bordeaux, La Rochelle, 
and Deux Sevres, are described as pursuing their labours with zeal and 
éffect. The Society of Moniauban, after existing for a considerable time 
a$ an independent institution, and printing a 4to. edition of the Bible, to 
the amount of 6,000 copies, has united itself, as an Auxiliary, to that of 
Paris. <A new Auxiliary has been formed at Montheliard, and still more - 
recently one at Saverdun; of the former it should be said, in the lan- 
guage of the Report, that, “ after an existence of a few months, it has 
already united to itself nearly 1,000 members, who enrich it with their 
gifts, who within and without consecrate to it the most active co-opera- 
tion, and who have given to it from its infancy the consistency and the 
vigour of an old institution confirmed by long success,’’ The Societies 
of Strasburg, Colmar, and Nismes, though not affiliated with that of Paris, 
are recognized by it with affectionate kindness, and regarded as united in 
spirit, in principle, and in mutual co-operation. In the distribution of 
copies of the Scriptures, regard has been had to hulks, prisons, infirma- 


ries, and schools. 
o> 


ON THE PROPER MODE OF INTERPRETING PARABLES. 


A PaRaBLe is a representation in speaking, or writing, used to come 
municate an idea which is not contained in the literal sense of the words; 
or, as it is commonly defined, ‘“ a relation under which something is fige 
ured.”? All parables, except such as are expressly enigmatical, are des- 


































































— ey : be a 
2 i : oy 
Pes ; m. ER Sa: 


= 


Oe a eae 


252 ON THE PROPER MODE OF INTERPRETING PARABLES. [Nov, 


criptions of events similar to those which occur inlife. They are high- 
ly oraamented with figures and imagery: 

Ainong the ancient “orientals this method was frequently adopted, in 
the infancy of language, to supply the deficiency, and to enliven their re- 
presentations. In the book of Job, supposed to be the most ancient ex- 
tant, the term parable 1s applied to the pl: aintive compositions of that af. 
fiicted man. The predictions of Balaam are denomivated parables. The 
term parabie is also applied to passages in the Psalms, Proverbs, and 
Prophets. It was used to intimate something eminent, or energetic ; or 
to express a great and lofty sentiment ; and, by the writers to whom we 
have ady erted, was delivered i in Helen verse. 

The par ables of Christ were not less ficurative than those of the proph- 
ets: and though ree ae were not delivered in the sublimity and —— 

{ ancient poetry, yet they are admirably adapted to inform the unde 
standing, and to afiect the heart. In all that he has employed, there 1 is 
generally one leading idea designed to be communicated : though some- 
times, as in some ot the similitudes of the kingdom of heaven, several 
siriking points of resemblance are distinctly sketched. 

What the leading idea is, and what are the particular points of resem» 
blance intended to be exhibited, should be ascertained from the context, 
and upon that and these the attention should be fixed. The circumstances 
are no further important than they go ta complete the narration, or fill up 
the picture. These appendages are only the drapery, which like the dec- 
orations of a scene, may demand, and should receive, but a momentary at- 
tention. Therefore, in the consideration of parables, as of all figurative 
Janguage, the principal object which demands attention is the important 
tastruction designed to be communicated. Matt. xiii. 23, affords an ex- 
ample of a parable of the simplest kind. ‘* The kingdom of heaven is 
fike unto leayen, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, 
till the whole was leavened.” 

The idea intenéed to be communicated by this parable, is the progress 
of the kingdom of heaven from a small beginning, till, ultimately, its in- 
fluence hecome universally prevalent. The drapery has nothing im- 
portant which requires an explanation. It is said a woman took it, be- 
cause it was then, as it is now, in most countries, a part of the busine: $8 
of women to bake the bread, and prepare other articles of food. The 
idea would have been the same, had it been said that a dbaker or person 
had done the act. Three measures of meal are named ; not because the 
verm three had any important allusion ; but only to indicate that there 
Was a suflicient quantity. 

An example, in which there are several points of resemblance, is found 
in the parable, Matt. xiii. from the 24th to the 30th verse. ‘* Another 
parable put he forth to them, say ing, The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed good seed in his field : but while men slept, his 
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But 
when the blade was sprang up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared 
the tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto 
him, Sir, didst nat thou sow good seed in thy field? fram whence then 
hi ith it tares ? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The set 

vants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up ? But 
“ti said, Nay ; lest while ye gather up the teres. ye root up also the 
wheat with them, Let both grow together until the harvest ; and in the 














1821.] ON THE PROPER MODE OF INTERPRETING PARABLES. 253 


time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn 

In compliance with the request of his disciples, Christvexplained to 
them this parable, (verse 37th to the 43d.) ‘‘ He answered and said 
unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man: the field is 
the world: the good seed are the children of the kingdom ; but the tares 
are the ¢ hildren of the wicked one: the enemy that sowed them‘is the 
devil: the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the an- 
els. As, therefore, the tares are gathered and burned in the fire ; so 
shall it be in the-end of this world. ‘lhe Son of man shall send forth 
his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire : 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. ‘Then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom of their Father.”’? In this exposi- 
ition, he directs their attention to those striking points of resemblance 
from which the instruction he intended to communicate was to be drawn. 
The design of this parable appears to be, to lead us to contemplate the 
final destination of the righteous and the wicked ; the former to glory, 
and the latter to destruction. : 

That he considered the circumstances introduced into the narration as 
unimportant, is certain, inasmuch as he passes them over in silence. 
The following allusions are introduced in the parable, but neglected in 
the exposition. The time when the act of the enemy was done ; while 
men slept: what he did afterwards; he went his way: the spring ing up 
of the blade : the production of fruit: the appon gute ot the tares: the 
conversation of the servants and their master ; and the binding of the 
tares in bundles. These circumstances were not important ; they had 
no hidden mez aning, nor did Christ employ them as having any allusion te 
some doctrine or event in the divine dispensatien ; they were only the 
filling up of the picture, or completing the narration. 

We have here an example presented of the mode adopted by the Say. 
iour himself, in the interpretation of a parable. Some, however, instead 
of following the metiod thus sanctioned, allegorize every circumstance. 

Perhaps we cannot better exhibit this unwarrantable manner of inter- 
preting parables, than by giving an example; in which, according to the 
prin ‘iples of allegorizing, every single circumstance is supposed to have 
an allusion to some important doctrine, and to bear such a relation toe 
other parts of the description, as to render it an exact counterpart to 
something in the economy of grace. 


THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

Luke x. 30.-37. 4 certain man went down from Jerusalem io Jericho. 
—This man going down, may represent mankind falling in Adam. 

From Jerusalem to Jericho.—-From a city of peace and happiness, to an 
accursed place, a city of destruction. 

Falling among thieves.—Falling into the power of sin and satan, who 
are robbers. 

Stripped him of his raiment.— Signifying loss of original holiness by sin. 

Wounded him. -. Men are full of wounds, bruises, and putrifying sores. 

Leaving him half dead.— May refer to natural and eternal death. To. 


natural death ; for only the body, the half of man, dies, 
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The Priest passing by;. may signify that the moral law gives no relief. 
~—The Levite may, in like manner, denote the Levitical law.—The Sama- 
ritan may signify Christ ; as the Jews reproached him as a Samaritan. 

Coming where he was.—His putting himself in our place. 

Had compassion upon him.—T his is seen in the compassion and love 
of Christ. 

Bound up his wounds.—Christ heals the wounded, and binds up the 
broken in heart. 

Pouring in oil and wine.—May signify the application of the blood of 
Christ. 

Set him on his own beast.—May mean, either the red horse of Christ's 
humanity ; or, the white horse of the gospel. 

Brought him to an inn.—Which may mean the church. 

Took out two pence.—Which may signify the Old Testament and the 
New. 

Gave to the host.—The minister of the gospel. 

Take care of him.—Which is the work of ministers by feeding souls. 

When I come again I will repay thee.—Christ will come again at the 
judgment, and recompense his ministers for all their toil and labour. 

We may safely assert, that after the whole field of this allegorical ex- 
position has been explored, the enquirer has not received the least inti- 

mation of the snstruction the parable was intended to convey. 

It was designed to supply an answer to the question, propounded by 
a Jewish lawyer, viz. Who is my neighbour ? When Christ had propos- 
ed the parable, he referred the decision of the question to the lawyer, 
by demanding which of the three was neighbour to him who fell among 
thieves. In his reply we may see the effect which truth, when skilfully 
exhibited, is calculated to produce. It tended to break down the preju- 
dices of the Jew, and to show him that traits of excellence might be 
found in other nations; and that actions, rather than national distinctions, 
constitute the test by which men should be estimated. 

Doubtless many great and good men have practised this mode of inter- 
pretation upon which we have been animadverting ; but we ought to {ol- 
low no man implicitly as our master. One is our Master, even Christ, 
He has given us an example of the proper manner of illustrating truth, 
when conveyed in parables. We will imitate His exampre ; and, guided 
by the Holy Spirit, hope it may be ours on earth to know and rightly ex- 
, plain his will; and, when the vail shall be removed, to contemplate in 
heaven, with holy transport, the unfolding glories of his kingdom. 

[Luminary. 
—p>—. 


ANECDOTE. 
Some few years since, in the eastern part of Connecticut, the follow- 
ing remarkable circumstance took place. 
‘In the town of , there lived a respectable family by the name of 
R s. Mrs. if not Mr. R. had made a public profession of religion, 
and joined the Baptist communion. But professors of all denominations 
had fallen into an awful state of insensibility, and seemed almost wholly 
conformed to the world. 
[t was common in this vicinity, at this time, for young people when 
they happened to meet together on an evening, to spend the time in 
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dancing and other vain amusements. The custom of admitting parties to — 
dance in private families, was too generally allowed of, even by profes- 
sors of religion. 

A particular circle of young persons, of which two or three of the 
above family made a part, not un{frequently met at their house. Not- 
withstanding Mrs. R ’s religious feeling had greatly declined, and she 
viewed herself in a cold, backslidden state, yet she could not feel easy 
to countenance such vain amusements, but became resolved to reprove 
them. It so happened, that not long after, a number of these young 
people collected at her house, when it was soon proposed to engage in 
dancing. Mrs. R. perceiving what was going forward, felt her spirit stir- 
red within her, like Paul when at Athens, but knew not what course to 
take, to prevent what her conscience disapproved. The young people 
had arranged themselves in order for what they termed a set dance, when 
Mrs. R. with much fear and trembling, resolved to venture into the room 
and try to speak to them. They were standing upon the floor, but had 
not commenced their dance, when she addressed them nearly as follows: 
‘‘ It seems to me, my young friends, some of your company are missing!”’ 
not knowing to whom she alluded, they replied that they did not miss 
any one in particular. ‘* No, said she ; where is Isaac Deans? Where 
is Dennison Lathrop ?* Where is Perez Pembleton ?’’} <A brother of 
the last mentioned young man was one of the company, who was up and 
ready to lead down the dance. He was so struck, that he immediately 
cried out, ‘‘ 1 am undone !’? What do you mean, said one standing by 





him? He replied, ‘‘ I am undone! I am going to hell! there is no mer- 


cy fer me!’’ ‘Terror and amazement in an instant spread over every 
countenance. They stood like so many statues, until it was said, that 
the floor was literally besprinkled with their tears. The conviction ex- 
tended from heart to heart, until the whole exhibited a scene of distress, 
not very easy to be described. ‘Thus their mirth and dancing was turn- 
ed into weeping and distress. 

Mrs. R. continued her pious and tender exhortations, while the heart 
was often ascending to God in fervent prayer that they might be saved. 

The time at length arrived, when it was proper they should retire. 
With many tears, and solemn engagements to seek the Lord, they parted 
for the night. : 

But the reader will be anxious to learn the result of this remarkable 
meeting. Ifa friend of Christ, he will be gratified to learn, that most 
of this company were in a judgment of charity in a little time, hopefully 
converted to God. Some of them are still alive to declare that the Lord 
is good. Nor were the effects of this meeting limited to this little com- 
pany. The work spread, until it was judged, that one hundred souls 
were made the subjects of a work of grace. What a wonder-working God ! 

Was Jael the wile of Heber, pronounced ‘‘ blessed above women,” be- 
eause she had destroyed the life of one of the enemies of God’s people ? 
How much rather blessed shall she be, who was thus happily instru- 
mental in saving the souls of many from eternal ruin! 

The circumstances of the above narrative are so well known to the 
Editors, that they hesitate not to give it a place ; devoutly hoping it may 
be a means of exciting others to similar exertions to save the souls of men. 

[ Amer. Bapt. Mug. 


“Both drowned a little before. tDied about the same time of « consumptiggs 
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@rdinations, 


Brother RANDOLPH STREETER, was set apart to the work of the 
Gospel Ministry, and to the pastoral charge of the Baptist Church of 
Christ in Sullivan, (N. Y.) on the 20th of September, 1821. The fol- 
Jowing Brethren officiated on ithe occasion. Brother Nathantel Otis 
preached a Discourse founded on 1. Cor. ix. 16: Brother Calvin Philleo 
prayed the Consecrating Prayer, and laid on Hands with brethren Otis 
and Powell: Brother Nathaniel Cole gave the Charge frem1. Cor. iv. 2; 
and brother Powell gave the Right Sioesid of Fellow ship.—Brother Samuel 
Look was then set apart by solemn Ordination, to the office of Deacon, in 
the same church. Brother Newcomb prayed the Consecrating Prayer, 
and Jaid on Hands with brethren Philleo and Cole: Brother Philleo gave 
the Charge and brother Powell offered up the concluding Prayer. T he 
whole was performed in the presence of a solemn and attentive assem- 
bly, some of whom appeared under deep impressions of mind. 

On Wednesday last, at the First Baptist Meeting-House in Boston, 
Francis Wayland, jr. late of New-York, was ordained to the pastoral 
care of the First Baptist Church. The exercises commenced, agreeably 
to appointment, at eleven o’clock, A. M. introductory prayer by Rev. 
William Gammell, of Medfield. Sermon by Rey. Daniel Sharp. “Ordi- 

nation prayer by Rey. Francis Wayland, pastor of the Baptist church at 
Saratoga Springs, and father of the candidate. Charge by Rev. Thom- 
as Baldwin, D. D. Right Hand of Fellowship by Rev. Lucius Bolles, 
of Salem. Concluding prayer by Rey. Joseph Gratton, of Newton. The 
exercises were conducted to the great satisfaction of a numerous audi- 
ence, and the music on the occasion was performed with much order 
and effect, and was highly acceptable.——The sermon was founded on 
t Cor. xvi. 10. Now tf Timotheus come, see that he may be with you with- 
out fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. It was eighty- 
two years in February last since the ordination of a pastor in this church 
has taken place. Several have been installed. |.lmer. Bapt. Mag. 
att 000 + 000 
MISSIONARY HYMN. 
JESUS! the banner of thy love, 
Ij] bear to darken’d climes alar ; 
And suppliant, look to thee above, 
For strength to wage the Christian war. 


Thy Star to Beihlehem led the sage, 
To pour his offerings at thy feet ;— 

May the same Star the world engage, 
To make thy conquests all complete. 


And where the Niger rolls its wave, 
In that beclouded land appear, 

And with its light the wanderer save, 
And dry the hapless captive’s tear. 


And where in western forests, strays 
The savage, with his axe and bobw— 

OQ! thither send its conquering rays, 

And bring the haug’’'~ sinner lows 









































